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Vertebrate paleontology is a vibrant field of stratigraphers, evolutionary biologists, functional morphologists,
developmental biologists, biogeographers, histologists, and fossil enthusiasts whose interests intersect with the
rich history of fossil vertebrates. The field has expanded enormously, both in numbers of workers and in the
variety of their interests, over the last 25 years. The explosion of data and ideas makes this a truly exciting time to
be a vertebrate paleontologist. Despite the strong health of the field, we face challenges from shortfalls in
funding, society-wide realignments of the missions of museums and universities, upheavals in the publishing
world, and urgent social questions related to biotic change and sustainability. These challenges are potentially
transformative, presenting vertebrate paleontology with threats and opportunities both. | have special interests in
enhancing the relevance of our field and in maintaining the sustainability of scientific publishing for authors,
readers, and SVP. | believe strongly that our science depends on professional organizations like SVP, as well as on
institutional organizations like universities and museums. These institutions will continue to sustain our field only
so long as we continue to devote our own time and energy to making them work.




